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Adds.—A free acid may be at once identified by its solubility
in a solution of sodium carbonate and by being reprecipitated
by concentrated hydrochloric acid. If a metal has been dis-
covered in the preliminary examination, a careful examination
must be made for an organic acid. As the substance is insoluble
in water the metal will probably not be an alkali metal. Boil
the substance with sodium carbonate solution. The sodium
salt of the acid passes into solution and the metallic carbonate
is precipitated. Filter ; boil the filtrate with a slight excess of
nitric acid, add excess of ammonia and boil until neutral, tests
may then be applied in order to identify one of the common
acids and the m.p. determined ; but beyond this it is impossible
to carry the investigation in a limited time.
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